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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 03296 I2I052Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-07 XMB-04 /022 W 

1221 16Z 051335/44 

R 120857Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6733 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS TUNIS 3296 

ROME AND CASABLANCA FOR RCAA 

E.0.11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP EAIR TS 

SUBJECT: TUNIS AIR FLFF.T PLANS 

1. EMBOEFS AND EXIMBANK DELEGATION WERE INFORMED BY YOUSSEE AMMAR, 

FINANCIAL DIRECTOR OF TUNIS AIR, THAT COMPANY HAD SCALED DOWN 

ITS FLEET ACQUISITION PROGRAM FOR 5TH PLAN (1977-81). DUE TO 
REDUCED RATE OF TRAFFIC GROWTH IN LATE 1976, EARLY 1977 
(6 PERCENT VS. 25 PERCENT IN 1975 AND EARLY 1976), TUNIS 
AIR PLANS TO PRUCHASE FIVE BOEING 727'S ACCORDING TO FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULE: TWO IN 1979, ONE IN 1980, TWO IN 1981. ORIGINAL 
PLANS HAD CALLED FOR TEN 727'S IN SAME PERIOD. SCALED DOWN 
ACQUISITION PROGRAM WAS CONFIRMED BY SENIOR MIN TRANSPORT 
OFFICIAL. POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT TUNIS AIR WILL BUY SOME 
737’S BUT TOTAL ACQUISITION OVER THE FIVE YEARS WILL HAVE 
THE PASSENGER EQUIVALENT OF FIVE 727'S. 

2. AMMAR NOTED THAT TUNIS AIR TRAFFIC IS CONTINUING TO GROW, 

ALBEIT AT REDUCED RATES, DESPITE SMALL OVERALL 6 OR 7 PERCENT 
DECLINE IN TRAFFIC TO/FROM TUNIS THIS YEAR. HE STATES TUNIS AIR 
HOW HAS 47 PERCENT TOTAL TRAFFIC, OR 51 PERCENT OF SCHEDULED 
TRAFFIC, 35 PERCENT OF CHARTER. 
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3. ON WIDE-BODY ACQUISITION, AMMAR STATED THAT TUNIS AIR 
HAD DEFERRED PURCHASE OF WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT UNTIL "AT LEAST 
1982." MIN TRANSPORT OFFICIAL SAID FIRST WIDE-BODY WOULD 
BE ACQUIRED IN 1981, BUT WE TEND TO GO WITH AMMAR SCHEDULE. 
ACCORDING AMMAR, WIDE-BODY WOULD ONLY BE FFICIENT ON TUNIS/ 
PARIS ROUTE AT PRESENT. HE STATED ADDITIONAL 727'S WOULD 
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SERVICE THIS ROUTE EQUALLY WELL WITH GREATER FLEXIBILITY. 

KING 
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